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d e s i g n  re p o r t

X

t i m e  f o r  c h a n g e
Adaptability, circularity and the unlikely marriage of biomaterials and tech: leaders 
in their field talk the innovations that will help make our homes fit for the long term

Material 
innovations include 
Mogu’s Acoustic 
collection, made 
from soft, foam-like 
mycelium materials 
and upcycled 
textile residues
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Adaptabilit y must  
be a key focus for the 
interiors world as  
we strive to create 
h o m e s  t h a t  a r e 

genuinely sustainable and champion  
the values of longevity and circularity. 
Current financial instability will have  
a lasting impact as people move less 
f requently, f u r t her embraci ng t he  
‘don’t move, improve’ culture that has 
ex ploded follow ing the pa ndem ic-
imposed lockdowns. A s a f irst step, 
choose furniture that is repairable or 
recyclable to ensure it avoids landfill  
as the use of your property changes. 

Modular design is fundamental, 
even in rooms such as the kitchen. As the 
population ages we will need more F
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A  ‘DON’T MOVE, 
IMPROVE’ MINDSET
Tom Ginnett, co-founder and director of 
kitchen design studio Holte, on the 
importance of adaptable living spaces

The kitchen  
in particular 
will benefit 
from modular 
design

CREATE A  
HEALTHIER HOME 
Purva Chawla, materials expert and 
co-founder of MaterialDriven, on 
creating an enhanced sensory interior

T h e  c o n n e c t i o n 
b e t w e e n  f o o d 
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d 
i nt er ior de sig n i s 
g row i ng closer a s 

designers embrace materials made from 
food by-products and waste. From apple 
skins to coffee grounds and coconut 
husk, commercially viable products such 
as tiles, flooring, composite boards and 
upholstery will only grow in popularity 
as innovation continues and our need for 
circularity increases. Besides tackling 
the challenge of waste, these materials 
bring a distinct aesthetic to a space with  
a unique narrative behind them. 

Incorporating subtle technologies 
that allow the interior environment to be 
as natural and harmonious as possible is 
a growing trend, bringing all the effects 
and benefits of advanced technology but 
with a near-invisible appearance. For 
exa mple, Ha lia™, by T he Wa rming 
Surfaces Company, is a hidden, radiant 
warming system that turns almost any 
interior facade into an effective smart 
wa r m ing su r face. Tech nolog y that 
encourages seamless finishing, and the 
removal of non-toxic ingredients, will 
only increase in popularity as we emerge 
from the pandemic and better prepare 
ourselves for future public health crises. 

O u r con nec t ion to nat u re w i l l 
continue to develop as we look at the 
recent growth of materials such as flax, 
hemp and mycelium – the latter seen in 
the foam-like, sound-absorbing modules 
of Mog u’s Acoust ic collect ion, for 
example. Not only will we unearth more 
materials, but we may also find more 
a ppl ic at ion s for t ho s e a l re ad y i n 
production. Orga nisations such as 
Vermont Wildwoods, which specialises 
in spalted wood f looring (beautifully 
pat terned by f ung i), a re helping to 
showcase the breadth of options.

3D - pr i nt e d h om e s a r e a  f a s t- 
developing trend, as seen in the recent 
launch of The Genesis Collection – a 

100-home community in Georgetown, 
Texas, of 3D-printed homes by Lennar 
and ICON and co-designed by Bjarke 
Ingels Group. Beyond the structure 
itself, the textured finish of 3D-printed 
walls presents a new interior design 
aesthetic while the opportunities for 
unique scale and undulating curves  
offer fresh possibilities thanks to large-
format printing technology. 

Decisions will be tackled with a 
carbon-led approach as we continue to 
shrink our impact on the natural world. 
Replacing materials such as concrete 
will have to become the norm and is 
a l r e ad y u nder w ay,  t h a n k s t o t he 
innovation of Carbicrete and bio-cement 
interior tiles from Biomason. 

U lt i mately, i f product s a re not 
cont r ibut i ng to bet ter hu ma n a nd 
environmental health, the chances are 
that they are being phased out rapidly  
in our bid to create a healthier future  
for both people and planet.  
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CONSIDERED 
CREATIVIT Y IS KEY
Interior designer Simone Suss reminds 
us of the importance of sustainability

Sustainability isn’t 
ju s t  a b out w h at ’s  
on show – it  a l s o 
means paying close 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e 

hidden materials included in fillings, 
linings and adhesives. When choosing 
soft furnishings, most conventional 
designs have synthetic foam and fibre 
f i l l i ngs, so look for those that use 
a lter nat ives der ived f rom orga n ic 
sources such as natural latex and coir.  
In a new venture for our studio, we have 
recently collaborated with Naturalmat 
to create a n upholstered bed using 
natural fillings, fabric from The Yarn 
Collective and integrated side tables 
handcrafted from felled UK ash. 

Designing for disassembly is a must 
as we strive towards a circular economy. 
When purchasing a product, think about 
its future life before committing; can  
it be repaired, repurposed or recycled? 
In prioritising disassembly, which we 
have also done with our new furniture 
collection, it allows for reupholstery  

and reconfiguration as needs change  
and interior updates are required. In this  
way it minimises the risk of furniture 
ending up in landfill. 

Bespoke furniture is a great way to 
create a persona lised interior that  
you w ill feel more connected to. In 
designing a space that isn’t trend-led  
but unique to you, it encapsulates the 
true meaning of a home, in my opinion. 
Not only will the space work for your 
needs, it a lso ref lect s the colou rs, 
textures and materials that you relate to 
on an individual level. This conscious 
approach will encourage you to invest  
in pieces that will last a lifetime and can 
be passed down to future generations. 

Sourcing from local craftspeople  
is a simple way to shift towards more 
conscious buying habits. Start in your 
local town or city and if you can’t find 
what you need, ex pa nd the sea rch 
countrywide. Obviously, there will be 
t i mes where sou rci ng loca lly isn’t 
pos sible – but i n pr ior it i si ng t h i s 
m i n d s e t ,  y o u  w i l l  b e c o m e  m o r e 
considered in your purchasing a nd  
will often get the chance to meet makers 
and artisans in person. It ’s another 
added benefit that connects you to the 
narrative behind the pieces.

Studio Suss’ 
collaboration with 
Naturalmat resulted  
in a bedroom design  
with sustainable 
credentials
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f lex ibilit y to accom modate mu lt i-
generational living, and the needs of  
a young family will have very different 
requirements from those of a teenage 
family, so opting for modular furniture 
s ystem s t hat ca n be added to a nd 
expanded over time is a great way to 
tackle this rising challenge. In instances 
where people are more likely to extend a 
house, this often results in the ripping 
out and subsequent replacement of  
a larger kitchen, so we are working on a 
new modu la r k it chen s ystem t hat 
addresses this to reduce waste, cost and 
st ress wh ile g iv i ng ou r customers 
freedom and flexibility. 

We’ve noticed an uptake in steel-
framed islands and similar bespoke 
features that allow for changing needs 
and demands within a space. Moveable 
feat u res such a s these ca n a lso be 
transferred easily into a new property  
if you do relocate, allowing you to design 
something that is unique, individual and 
personally suited to your requirements 
wherever you live. 

Traditional kitchen formats don’t 
work for future generations. There must 
be a greater emphasis on the quality of 
materials as well as moving away from 
panel-based options, which are often 
manufactured in facilities that have  
high energy requirements. While most 
conventional kitchen systems have been 
engineered to minimise material usage, 
it does mean they demand the use of 
permanent jointing methods and secure 
attachments to the wall to improve 
structural integrity. Selecting stand-
alone, bespoke alternatives, which can 
be easily taken apart, is crucial in the 
creation of a ‘future-proofed’ home.

Challenge brands for reputable and 
tra nspa rent data when it comes to 
sustainability. We can see consumers 
now expecting greater accountability 
from designers and manufacturers, so  
it is important to question brands to 
ensure they aren’t greenwashing and 
that marketing claims are sufficiently 
backed up. I think that people are finally 
waking up to realise that planting a  
few trees cannot justif y the choices  
we make – it goes far beyond this. 
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