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Founded in 2013, Studio Suss creates amazing spaces that necer compromise on comfort, finctionality and style. Working
with residential and commercial dicnts awho share our vision of contemporary, timeless, functional and sustainable
interiors, we wise natwral materials wherecer we can, and employ cutting-cdee industry practises. Simone s an alunnis of
the University of Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership and was a long-standing member of the British
Fashion Council Fashion Trust and Patron of the Roval Academy of Arts. She also sits on the Professional Practice
committee of the BIID, Climate Change Conunittee of the Construction Industry Council and founding signatory of
Interior Design Declares, collaborating wwith colleagues to set the interior design industry’s sustainability agenda and

fong-term strafeey.

I “ve always had an interest in the
natural world so my passion for
sustainability has been ingrained
from the start. Translating that
passion into in-depth study at the
University of Cambridge Institure
for Sustainability Leadership has
helped me weave sustainability into
all aspects of my design. Central to
mv cthos is the importance of
benefitting the natural world: not
harming it, but also not comprising
on the design. Fundamental to any
design is the clients” needs. We
laver the aesthetic over the
functional aspects of their
requirements. Our approach to
sustainability means that it is
embedded in our design process. At

cach stage, we look for ways to

increase the sustainability of cach
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project which can range from re
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using and reeveling to specifving
products that have a positive impact
on the planct.

Our designs are totallv bespoke to
our clients, so the more that they
arce happv to share, the better. We
have averv open dialogue and the
more honest the client is about
their preferences, the better. We
start with how thev live in cach
space we design. How do they
want to feel in the space? Then
once cach space has a function, we
overlay the aesthetic design. We
start with manv questions about
their lifestyle: dailv rituals, favourite
places and designs cte. so that cach
space includes details that they love
but might not be apparent to anv
visitors, \We have a pragmatic
approach to all elements of the
design and this includes
sustainability. Increasingly, clients
are very supportive if we can
provide finishes and products that
are sustainable and meet the high

standards of quality and design that
we and they demand.
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When we work with clients, they
can take comfort in knowing that
we have done all the rescarch for
them. Our black book of sustainable
supplicrs is increasing all the time.
We are alwavs actively seeking new
designers, new products and new
methods with genuine sustainable
credentials. Fortunately, many of
the companics interested in
sustainability are keen to
collaborate and are actively
approaching us as thev know how
passionate we are about this aspeet
of interior design. \When we are
involved in large new-build projects,
we will ask questions to the wider
tecam of architects and contractors
about how to increase sustainability
throughout the whole project.

Our approach to sustainability is
pragmatic. Clients still want spaces
that function properly and look
great. \We prefer sustainably
sourced natural materials, but
natural materials will age and patina
over time. This is something that
we find beauty in, but some clients
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really can't live with the risk of
chipped marble. Currently, many
clients love the look of marble
worktops and splashbacks in the
kitchen but are opting for a more
hard-wearing composite that looks
like marble but is more durable.
Most design decisions have
sustainable alternatives, so we trv to
include as many sustainable options
as possible in our edit for the clients
to choose. But the items also need
to enhance the space through how
they functionand look. Intruth, it's
often less important to clients than
to us, but as more sustainable
options come onto the market we
will be showing them to our clients.
The biggest challenge ereating
sustainable new and innovative
designs is that consumption is the
enemy of sustainability; we need to
get to a place where we are not
using things and throwing them
awav but shifting to a more circular
cconomy model. When looking at
Spaces, We now start with how
much can be re-used or repurposed
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so that it still fits the space and
looks great. For example, we
recently refurbished ahome office
into a home-school nursery space
and repainted the existing dark
wood media unit with a bright
green cco-friendly paint and
changed the handles, The design
feels bold, fresh, and sustainable.
As designers, we specify many
things but manufacture very little,
Weare very reliant on supplicrs to
provide us with considered,
sustainable designs and materials. 1t
is up to them to manage their own
supply chain and the risk of green
washing is a constant challenge.
Fven though the number of
sustainable items available is
constantly increasing, it can be
difficult for every itemin a space to
be natural or sustainable. We are
trving, and the range of items

available is increasing.
Sustainability is so ingrained in our
approach, it does not really change
the dyvnamics of the space. It
changes how someonce feels in the
space though; if they know that the
space is beneficial for the
environment, it gives them a feel
good factor. For example, we
recently completed a project in
[Hampstead, London that used
sustainable paints throughout,
protected over 70 trees and offset
several tonnes of carbon through
our procurement processes, Items

include much of the clients’ existing
furniture in addition to new, crafted

picees that include a kitchen table
made from reeveled serap wood,
The space is incredibly luxurious
and unless someone specifically

asked, they would not be aware that

it was sustainable. But walking
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around the space, knowing that
we've ereated a beautiful, luxurious
home, whilst also doing good for
the planet, fecls great.

I take my inspiration from
evervwhere! During 2020 21
lockdown Instagram and social
media provided inspiration. At
other times, tradeshows, art
walleries, fashion shows and travel
arc absolutely kev to providing
inspiration. | absolutely love to
travel and am inspired by all
countrics and cultures, Scandinavia
leads the world in sustainable
buildings and design: I would love
1o visit soon.

I definitely think that the next big
movement in design for 2022 will
be an inereased focus on
sustainability. [ ama member of the
Professional Practice Committee
tor the BHD who have recently
created guides for members about
becoming more sustainable, carbon
neutral and specifving guides for
members, | also sit on the
Construction Declares Steering
Grroup and it's amazing to work
with other professionals across the
entire built environment industry.
If we can encourage the whole
industry to collaborate together, we
have a chanee to make a real impact
and design homes that have a

beneficial impact on the world,

www.studiosuss.com
1G: @studiosuss
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