INTERTIORS

DESIGNED FOR LIFE

From secret rooms and cocoons to sunken playrooms and moss
walls, there are no limits to the imaginative renovations taking place
in London homes, writes Zoe Dare Hall

Left and above: Designs by Minifie Architects at a Blackheath
home. Below left: Bedroom at Gilston Road, for sale through Sotheby's UK

LIVE

We have all become acutely spatially aware over the last year,
indoors and out. “Broken-plan living is back in vogue,” says

Ed O’Donnell, co-founder of designers Angel O’Donnell,
referring to our new-found love of screens and other ways of
dividing rooms in a flexible but decorative way. “Partition shelving
can zone sleck workstations from comfy lounge areas. It helps to
clearly define the professional, social and familial aspects of

a person’s life,” he comments.

The big, open-plan kitchen/dining space that leads on to the
garden remains a must-have for most families. But for time alone,
homeowners are cither going super-sized, with master suites that
consume an entire floor in the most lavish cases, and sanctuary-
like bathrooms such as one designed by Studio Suss — a vision of
tasteful decadence in striped marble, for a turnkey renovation in
St John's Wood. Or they are creating cosy cocoons where they
can hide away, such as the snug designed by Minifie Architects
for a terraced house in Blackheath, with birched ply walls and a
ondon homes are multi-tasking more than ever as frameless window with cantilevered seat inside.
places to live, work and play. And with money to Imaginatively mood-enhancing scenery has entered the picture
too, from greenery and nature-inspired colour palettes to
curvaceous furniture, including a new fad for curved sofas. In one
renovation project for an Icelandie couple in Twickenham,

Angel O’Donnell covered a large dining room wall in

spend, homeowners are going the extra mile to find
innovative solutions, using the latest technology,
architecture and interior design for maximum comfort
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and sustainability in their homes.
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