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Life imitating ART

Art enthusiasts Rob and Simone Suss have created
the 1deal home for their enviable treasure trove of
contemporary pieces, as Amy Broomfield discovers

Interiors photographer MEL YATLS [/ Portrail photographer VICTORIA ADAMSON

rom the outside, Rob and Simone Suss' Georgian

home appears much like any of the other smart

houses in its handsome Hampstead enclave. Inside,

though, it’s anything but uniform — or Georgian, for
that matter. A monochrome tiled entrance hall paves the way to
room after room where grey and white walls provide a canvas
for dynamic works of art, sculptures and objets d'art — not to
mention an array of weird and wacky furniture — with each
piece as individual as the next. Campana Brothers chairs and an
eye-catching Venini light, a green cactus by Gufram and Andy
Warhol’s Brillo boxes are dotted around.

That the home houses a carefully curated art collection and
an eclectic mix of furniture comes as no surprise; the couple are
both patrons of the Royal Academy of Arts and firmly embedded
in the world of design. What is unexpected, though, is how
seamlessly integrated it all appears in the family home. There are
Jeff Koons Balloon Dog sculptures next to family photos on the

bookshelves. Alex Da Corte paintings next to kids’ drawings. A
dog blanket in front of a Damien Hirst. Sculptures picked up
from London art schools placed in various corners. Yet the house
is perfectly designed to display it all.

“I must have looked at over a hundred houses before we bought
this one,” says Simone. “It was really during my search that I
first became properly interested in interior design and I began to
question the science behind it: what was I looking for in terms of
functionality and aesthetics... which colours worked together?”
Leaving a career in interactive gaming behind her and on
maternity leave with their first child, she took the opportunity to
retrain at Central Saint Martins and Inchbald School of Design
—and duly masterminded the entire rebuild of the house.

“My only requirement was that we had plenty of wall space,”
chimes in husband Rob, who saw the architectural redesign as
the perfect opportunity to bring his burgeoning art collection
to the fore. “He was my first, and trickiest, of clients,” Simone >
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The couple insist that
their designer furniture is
there to be used as much
as to be admired

says with a laugh. She now runs her own interior-
design business, Studio Suss, specialising in
working clients’ art collections into their interiors.

Rob puts his passion for art down to being
dragged around galleries as a child. “I could easily
identify a Cézanne or a Matisse by the time I was
six or seven,” he says. “I bought my first piece, a
Henry Moore, when I was 23.” In 2015, he left behind a career
in finance to make art collecting his full-time vocation.

“We buy what we LOVE, irrespective
of whether its in vogue or not. We are
our own TASTEMAKERS”™

“I'm an addict,” he confesses. “T've always felt public institutions
should be funded, so we became benefactors of the Serpentine, as
well as other galleries, and I started collecting from the art school at
the Royal Academy, which I've continued to do for 20 years.” He

went on to chair the patrons’ group and became a trustee. Now,

3 h ’ W | '_ / cach year, the couple host a fundraising dinner for the Royal
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Academy school that features an enviable guest list of artists,
philanthropists, designers and musicians. Last year took in Grayson
Perry, Sophia Webster, Roksanda Ilin¢i¢ and Nicholas Kirkwood.

Their support of the art world is not just about collecting high-
profile artworks, however. There is a much more personal selection
process involved. “Our ethos for The Franks-Suss collection
[shared with art collector Simon Franks] is about identifying
young talent and supporting them and the institutions they are
in throughout their careers,” Rob explains. “Of the thousands
of pieces we own, we personally know around half of the artists
behind them. Take Jonas Wood — we brought him to Frieze
about 10 years ago and we've consistently followed his work.”

Acquiring art has never been done in the pursuit of financial
gain. Rob recalls a show the pair did in 2009 at the Saatchi
Gallery, where they hung big names alongside works by a
second-year art student. “Charles [Saatchi] walked in and said,
‘T don’t recognise a single thing’ and we said ‘Exactly — that’s the
point.” It’s so easy to get your chequebook out and buy brand
names, but that’s not a collection — that’s status. We buy what
we love, irrespective of whether it’s in vogue or not. We are
our own tastemakers.”

Alongside the covetable collection are trinkets and collectables
that show just how deeply entwined the couple are in that >
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Serpentine. Dining table, marble top, designed by Fabrice Berrux.
Frontline. Chairs, designed by Antoine Fritsch & Vivien Durisotti.
Parabola. Suspensions, designed by Cristian Mohaded.

Sushi. Rug, designed by Messieurs.

Manufactured in Europe.
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world. On the living-room mantelpiece is a handwritten note

from Tracey Emin to their daughter. Then there’s the furniture,
much of which could also double up as art: a trio of Amazonas
small green sidetables designed by Claesson Koivisto Rune and
inspired by the Amazon rainforest; the aforementioned Campana
Brothers for Venini light, moulded with dismembered Brazilian
dolls, which hangs above a marble kitchen table — and which,
when first installed, caused their middle child to burst into tears.
(He is accustomed to it now, thankfully.)

In the living room are two vibrant canvases by Central Saint “ L l e }ZCZ oe fh?"@@ K] Z)S CL?ZCZ a l) () (} B ZL/I Z‘S Z‘S
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a striking cobalt blue, and two more Campana Brothers creations

— a Sushi sofa and, sandwiched between two David Linleys, a scra tC ]flc)d’ ;\S\’( ) B E [ T”

stuffed animal chair. Do they allow people to sit on it? “Oh god,
yes,” says Rob. “We've got pictures of the kids when they were

little on that chair. We also have an Yves Klein table [filled with ] N MO NN
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I say, ‘Put your drink down on it — it’s a bloody table!” At the end e e
of the day, we have three kids and a dog, this is our home, and if ® d
things get banged or scratched, so be it.” ] o008 e
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nostalgic in there. It’s just like the photograph we have of the 15 \ers Shoe Salon,
Yangtze River next to the TV... it makes me feel relaxed.” Lower Ground Floor;
Parentheése. 4-seat sofa in velvet, designed by Sacha Lakic.

Esquisse. Cocktail table, console and end tables, designed by Sacha Lakic.
Exploration. Armchairs, designed by Philippe Bouix.

Galapagos. Floor lamp, designed by Pierre Dubois & Aimé Cécil
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eye level (many hang it too high, he opines). But, ultimately,
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